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Chapter 1
Temptation

James 1:14-15

But each oneistempted when heis
carried away and enticed by his
own lust. Then when lust has
conceived, it gives birth to sin; and
when sin is accomplished, it brings
forth death.

Aswe review these verses, James
makes a very strong statement just
prior in verse 13: “for God cannot
be tempted by evil, and He Himself
does not tempt anyone”. When you

and | aretempted to do or think

— OurUnigue Flesh

I> Enticed <]
T

Tempted

evil, itisnot atest from God to see how much we can endure, but

rather atrap from the tempter(s) designed to trip our walk in
Christ. James 1:14-15 describes the battle we all face on adaily

basis; the “Battle Blueprint” isadiagram to illustrate the reality of

the battle and the strategy to experience victory. | hope in the next

few pagesto help you dissect the “Battle Blueprint” and

understand in more depth the “truth that will set you free” where

victory becomes your natural course of life.



“But each oneistempted”

Look, we're all faced with temptation...that’ sright, every single
one of us and temptation isnot sin (as you can clearly seein the
scripture and illustrated by the diagram). Temptation by definition
canresult in sin but is clearly a separate issue. Even Jesus was
“tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin” (Hebrews 4:15).
Thereis no need to feel guilty or ashamed when you’ re tempted or
feel an “urge” to gin...it shows you' re absolutely normal! Jesus
Christ was “tempted in all things’ (my emphasis) and yet He did
not sin...that fact alone should give us resounding hope.
Remember, Jesus did not live Hislife according to the divine
privilege afforded Him as Son of God, but rather submitted to the
Father in the power of the Holy Spirit as a human being to
overcome temptation. When you accepted Christ as Savior, an
incredible transaction took place. To “bottom lineit” for the
moment, the omnipotent Son of God in the person of the Holy
Spirit cameto live on the inside of you, but even better than that,
the true and NEW you was placed “in Christ”!

: Body

Christ (yellow)

livesin you The new

and the new you...you are a

youis“in branql new

Christ” creation (new
nature / new
Spirit)




John 14:17

that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot
receive, because it does not see Him or know Him,
but you know Him because He abides with you and
will be in you

John 20:31

but these have been written so that you may believe
that Jesusis the Christ, the Son of God; and that
believing you may have life in His name [ of course,
Jesus IS Life — John 14:6]

Colossans 1:27

to whom God willed to make known what isthe
riches of the glory of this mystery among the
Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory

Galatians 3:27
For all of you who were baptized into Christ have
clothed yourselves with Christ

1 Corinthians 1:30

But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who
became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness
and sanctification, and redemption

We could write an entire book on the above subject and will
addressit in abit more detail later, but for the moment let’ s focus

on the fact that each one of us faces temptation.



The diagram with ] ]
Be proactive, not passive

BEFORE the battle rages

the circle “each
one” isthe starting
point of the “Battle Blueprint” process. It’s here where you can be
proactive, not reactive. Make time to fortify your defenses “in
Chrigt”. However, when it comes to spiritual warfare and
temptation, | do not advocate “ self-defense”. “ Self-defense”
programs are abundant in the world...the power of positive
thinking, strengthening your weakness, never let them see you
sweat, | think | can...I think | can, etc. If you re depending on your
self for victory (or some hybrid with self + God's“help”) you've
already lost the battle. The ultimate battle is not about good or bad
behavior or even positive thinking, the battle is all about
faith...who are you trusting in, relying on, depending on as your
very life, strength and source. Self-defense ssimply does not work
in the spiritual realm; the scripture advocates a different approach:
“the truth will set you free”, “boast about my weakness, so that the
power of Christ may dwell inme”, “I can do all things through
Him who strengthens me”, etc. If the basis of your defense in the
battle of temptation is anything other than Jesus Christ, your
strategy is serioudy flawed. At this*“each one” stage, make time to
dwell on the truths of scripture and affirm your strategy of “Christ
Whois[MY] Life” (Colossians 3:4 emphasis mine) BEFORE the
battle comes your way and trust me, the battle will come and come
and come again. Review Appendix 2 “7 Habits of Spirit-Filled



Believers’ and Appendix 3 “You are...in Him” and begin your

proactive strategy now.

“when heiscarried away and enticed by hisown lust”

So we are tempted, how? In James 1:14 the temptation processis
clearly detailed as we examine each word. The Greek word for
“carried away” is exelko meaning to draw out or lure, asin hunting
or fishing". “Enticed” isthe Greek word deleazo meaning to catch
by bait or to deceive or beguil€’. Very simply, we are deceived or
baited to sin against God. Further, we see in scripture that specific,
targeted forces are deceiving and setting traps to derail our
relationships, faith, character, ministry...our very life. What are
these forces (or tempters as| call them in the diagram) using to
deceive and lure usto sin? Can you believeit...they are using “our

own lust” against us. Notice, it isour OWN lust.

Lust isthe Greek word epithumia, which isadesire or craving
especially for something forbidden®. The driving force behind lust,
in my opinion, is alegitimate, God-given need, drive or passion.
When you think of lust, what isthe first idea that comes to mind?
Y ou guessed it, sex. Sex is one of many legitimate needs that can
become lust when we seek it’s fulfillment outside of
Christ...security, acceptance, significance, intimacy, peace,
fulfillment, belonging, etc. are also needs that demand fulfillment.

Y our drive and/or passion could be a ministry, cause, niche,
-6 .



Appendix 1

Battle Blueprint

James 1:14-15 NASB

But each one is tempted when he is carried
away and enticed by his own lust. 15Then
when lust has conceived, it gives birth to
sin; and when sin is accomplished, it bnngs
forth death.

Temptation is where
you are baited and
deceived to fulfill your =
needs, drives, passions B
and/or desires apart 6
from Christ...i.e. flesh .=
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. carrled away - (Exelko) to draw out;

« metaph. iure forth: in hunting and

* fishing as game is lured from its hiding place
" lust - (Epithumia) desire, craving,

. longing, desire for what is forbidden, lust

* entice - (Deleazo) - to balt, catch by a bait;
: to baguile or deceive
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Cry out 1o Ged "and find grace to help in time of need”
Hebrews 4:16

&0
The "Tempters" g g Steps to Victory
2 =1 1.Expose the lie
%@ | 2 Understand the need Gal. 5:16
= 2| 3. Embrace the truth ey —
E & | 4. Actby faith : \ :
~| 5. Affirm God's grace Victory is trusting the
2 sufficiency of Christ's life

within to overcome
(Sullambano) - to seize for one’s self ’ Conceived ‘ 1x%mpta:tfi_,og?
or, 15;
v

1John 4:4, 5:4

Sin is where we seize the bait to
fulfill our own needs, drives, passion
and/or desires thus missing the mark

of God's power and grace Hebrews 12:1

Sometimes we feel "trapped" by
a particular sin "which so easily
entangles us"

0

Spiritual Uselessness
James 2:14-26; 1 Cor. 9:27

Confession - 1 John 1.9 ——

2 Peter 2:18b
Seared Conscience Q ...for by what a man is overcome
1 Tim. 4:2; 2 Peter 1:9 by this he is enslaved.
Physical Death \
1 John 5:16; Hebrews 12:4-11
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Appendix 1

Steps to Victory

from the Battle Blueprint

1. Expose the lie
"call it like it is"

- "This is self-sufficiency”
- "This is gossip"

- "This is pride"

- "This is pornography"
M will not fulfill me"

3. Embrace the Truth

- |dentity in Christ

- Christ IS your life

- Christ IS your victory

- Abundance of grace

- God's unconditional love
- Satan has no authority

2. Understand the need behind the temptation
"what need am | really trying to satisfy?"

Emotional
- Intimacy
Needs s
- Security
- Significance
- Satisfaction
- Acceptance
Spiritual Social Physical
- Peace - Friendship - Sustenance
-Know God - Connectedness - Safety
- Fulfilment - Belonging - Sexual
- Purpose
True needs by definition demand fulfillment

Choose to

4. Act by faith, trusting Christ's sufficiency to overcome

::::‘h i r Scripture Action Scripture |
Thought | Matt. 15:19; Prov. 6:25 Yield to God Rom. 6:16
Patterns | Jeremiah 17:9 Capture thoughts 2 Cor. 10:5
Renew your mind Rom. 12:1-2
Body 2 Peter 2:18; Rom. 7:18; Make no provision Rom. 13:14
Gal. 5:17-21 Abstain 1 Peter 2:11
Flee & Follow 2 Tim. 2:22
Satan 1 Peter 5:8; Matt. 4.3 Resist James 4:7; 1 Peter 5.3
Eph. 6:11; 1 Thess. 3:5 Quote Scripture Matt. 4:2-11
World 1John 2:15-16; 2 Peter 1:4 Deny Titus 2:12
Mark 4:19 Say No Prov. 1:10
Separate 2 Cor. 6:17

5. Affirm God's grace

-2 Cor, 12:9; 2 Cor. 9:8; Heb. 4:16

- 46 .
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